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In January and February of 2011
Brighton College had a full inspection.

The inspectors look at ten areas of school life:
1. The quality of pupils’ achievements.

2. The quality of curricular and extra-curricular provision.

3. The quality of teaching.

4. The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils.

5. Pupils’ welfare, health and safety.

6. The quality of boarding.

7. The quality of governance.

8. The quality of leadership.

9. The quality of management.

10.The quality of links with parents.

How are schools graded?
Excellent The majority of this area is assessed as being of the highest quality

Good The majority of this area is assessed as being good

Satisfactory Some of this area is good and weaknesses are not widespread

Unsatisfactory This area is mainly weak

And here is how we did in the ten key areas...
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The quality of pupils' achievements and 
their learning, attributes and skills is:

excellent.

“The school successfully fulfils its ambitious aims.„
“Pupils clearly develop a love of learning for its own sake,
and combine high academic standards with participation at an excellent
level in sport and the creative and performing arts.„
“Pupils of all ages show considerable talent in creative 
and artistic subjects.„
“Pupils' progress, facilitated by excellent teaching, is exceptional.„
“Pupils are extremely motivated and keen to learn.„
“Pupils are respectful of the views of others.„
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The quality of management:

excellent.

“Management strongly supports the school’s ambitious
vision. Several senior appointments since the previous inspection 
have led to new management structures which have strengthened
accountability, monitoring and effective delegation.„
“Well-balanced goals are set with careful account taken of
financial considerations and implications, which has underpinned the
success of developments in recent years.„
“Staff are strongly encouraged to continue their
professional development and training, and also to use their
wider interests to promote extra-curricular activities for the pupils.„
“The school appoints highly qualified staff who support 
the ethos of the school devotedly.„
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The quality of curricular & co-curricular:

excellent.

“The school offers an excellent, wide-ranging, imaginative and
enriching curriculum and extra-curricular programme, which
contributes to the achieving of the school’s aims of enthusing pupils with a love
of learning and of nurturing independent work habits.„
“The school provides an outstanding range of extra-curricular
activities that enhance the pupils’ personal development. The exceptionally
wide programme of activities includes numerous musical and other creative
options as well as poker, knitting and ballroom dancing, logic club, croquet,
critical thinking and ancient Greek.„
“Pupils spoke enthusiastically about the annual Make a Difference Day and
about community service.„
“An excellent personal, social and health education (PSHE) programme runs
through the school, taught by individual tutors. The Year 9 curriculum includes
expressive arts as part of the core, encompassing artwork, photography, dance,
drama, music, DT, sport science and physical education.„
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The contribution of teaching:

excellent.

“Teaching is characterised by deep knowledge of the subject
and a passion for it.„
“The overall quality of teaching throughout the school is excellent.„
“The high standard of teachers’ subject knowledge, and the meticulous
development of medium and long-term teaching strategies in departments 
and by individual teachers, kindle genuine enthusiasm for their subjects 
among the pupils.„
“The levels of concentration and engagement shown by pupils 
in lessons are high.„
“Pupils are inspired to explore areas beyond the syllabus.„
“Excellent relationships between teachers and pupils were in
evidence everywhere.„
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The quality of boarding education:

excellent.

“The quality of boarding is excellent and is a strong factor in 
promoting the personal development of pupils.„
“All boarders feel supported and valued by adults and by their peers.„
“The atmosphere in the houses is warm and friendly and has a 
family feel.„
“The school caters well for boarders with a good range of additional
activities in the evenings.„
“Dedicated, hard-working and caring house staff.„
“The accommodation is of a high standard. The most recently
refurbished areas of the houses are of an excellent standard and have a 
homely feel.„
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The quality of governance:

excellent.

“The excellent governance of the school is effective and makes 
a significant contribution to supporting the aims of 
the school.„
“Successful planning in recent years has led to considerable
development of the school’s academic and boarding facilities.„
“Governance strongly supports the school’s ambitious 
vision and strategic planning, in order to maintain the high quality
of pastoral care.„
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The quality of leadership:

excellent.

“The leadership and management of the school are excellent, and support 
fully the aims of the school.„
“The educational direction of the school is clearly articulated by the school’s
leadership, reflecting the clear vision of the Head Master.„
“His focus is an important factor leading to high levels of achievement
by the pupils.„
“Development planning shows clear ambition for the school.„
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The quality of links with parents, carers and guardians:

excellent.

“The school maintains excellent relationships with parents.„
“Parents are extremely happy with the school’s provision for their
children.„
“The parents’ responses to pre-inspection questionnaires showed that they are
overwhelmingly positive in respect of all aspects of their
children’s education.„
“They are particularly pleased with the range of academic subjects and 
extra-curricular activities that the school offers.„
“Parents write that their children are very happy at the
school.„
“Parents find staff approachable and supportive and issues 
raised with them are dealt with quickly.„
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The spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development of the pupils:

excellent.

“The quality of the pupils’ personal development is excellent, reflecting the
school’s aim to place a high value on tolerance and mutual respect.„
“A caring and supportive ethos permeates all aspects of the 
life of the school and is evident in the excellent relationships among pupils,
and between pupils and staff.„
“Pupils show self-confidence, yet are also caring and sensitive
to other members of the school community.„
“They celebrate the success of others with a genuine generosity of spirit.„
“The outstanding quality of artwork displayed around the school
reflects the pupils’ ability to give creative expression to their imagination, to
experience a sense of wonder, and to show striking originality.„
“The pupils’ moral development is excellent, and they show a strong 
sense of the difference between right and wrong.„
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The contribution of arrangements
for welfare, health and safety:

excellent.

“The contribution to pupils’ personal development of the arrangements for
welfare, health and safety is excellent, reflecting the high quality of
pastoral care in evidence throughout the school.„
“Staff know the pupils well as individuals and pupils speak very 
warmly of their teachers.„
“Relationships between staff and pupils and among pupils are outstanding.„
“The ethos of the school helps to strengthen the pupils’ confidence by affirming 
the value of each individual.„
“Pupils are considerate and listen to each other carefully. They
respect each other’s beliefs and feelings, discussing concerns frankly and openly.„
“The atmosphere in the school is friendly, relaxed and courteous.„
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